GREEN BEAR HISTORY
The Green Bear Program was first visualized in
September 2001 following the tragic death of a former
foster child, Baby Ty, after being returned home to his
biological parents. The Green Bear Program was
created to educate children on the definition of child
abuse, and what to do if abuse occurs. Adults are also
instructed on ways to prevent child abuse and how to
respond to suspected abuse.

the

GREEN

SEMO-NASV
Southeast Missouri Network Against Sexual Violence,
was formed in the summer of 1997 addressing issues of
adult and child sexual violence. For over 20 years the
agency has provided case management, advocacy,
counseling and education to the counties of Bollinger,
Cape Girardeau, Dunklin, Mississippi, New Madrid,
Pemiscot, Perry, Scott and Stoddard. SEMO NASV’s
philosophy is “Listening to every voice . . . Advocating for
every heart.”

573.332.1900

greenbearmo.org

BEAR

PROJECT
Sponsored by: Southeast Missouri Network Against Sexual
Violence with funding provided by private donations

ERIN’S LAW
Missouri was the 2nd of 35 states to pass Erin’s Law in
2011 with revisions in 2014. Through this legislation the
Task Force on the Prevention of Sexual Abuse of
Children created these recommendations:

• Age appropriate curriculum for students pre-k

through 5th grade.
• Education to parents/guardians on recognizing signs
of abuse.
• Actions a child victim can take to obtain assistance.
• Increased awareness of the issues regarding the sexual
abuse of children.

Listening to Every Voice.

ONE PERSON CAN MAKE

A DIFFERENCE

IN A CHILD’S LIFE!

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE
FOR YOUR COMMUNITY
TO HELP CHILDREN
The Green Bear Project’s philosophy is to reach the
entire community (children, mandated reporters
and concerned adults) and assist the community, as
a whole, into taking steps to instill more
accountability and openness regarding disclosure of
child victimization.
It is imperative communities recognize the signs and
symptoms of abuse and hold abusers accountable
for their actions. We do this by offering FREE
CLASSES.

GREEN BEAR PROGRAM
The Green Bear Program travels to schools
throughout Southeast Missouri teaching child abuse
prevention classes to children in prekindergarten
through fifth grade. In our 30 minute sessions, in
which we utilize puppet shows, story books, and fun
books, we teach students the following in a
developmentally appropriate manner:
• The definition of child abuse
• Reasons children do not disclose abuse
• Disclosing child abuse and keep telling
different adults until someone HELPS them
• An abused child has many different feelings—any
feeling is fine; it is important to discuss feelings
with a mental health professional
• Abuse is never the child’s fault!

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE
FOR YOUR COMMUNITY
TO HELP CHILDREN
S.A.F.E. Guide to Growing Up
This program is designed for 6th grade students to
educate them on how to avoid or disclose sexual
abuse. We define sexual abuse, explore different
scenarios and how to handle them, discuss online
safety, and give safety tips on how to avoid
dangerous situations. At the end of class, all
students are provided with a HELP card to aid both
the student and adult they trust in reporting the
abuse and assisting the victim.

S.A.F.E Guide to Healthy Relationships
This program is designed for 7th and 8th grade
students to educate them on how to foster healthy
relationships and recognize unhealthy ones. We
explore with students different scenarios on how to
prevent sexual abuse, assault and harassment.
Online safety is also discussed as well as how to
develop safety plans if sexual abuse/assault occurs.
At the end of class, all students are provided with a
HELP card to aid both the student and adult they
trust in reporting the abuse/assault and assisting the
victim.

Raising Healthy Children In Your
Community
The Green Bear Project will provide training for
concerned adults in our service area. This program
includes content around child abuse prevention
efforts, protecting children from abuse, online
dangers and more. This class can be taught as a
community coalition project or for a specific school,
organization or faith-based entity.

LEARN MORE
Through your community organizations, faith-based
entities and school systems, we can plan a free
community-wide event such as a mandated reporter
class or community class. Contact us for details.

To schedule a class, contact SEMONASV at:
573.332.1900

lstone@semonasv.org

SEMO-NASV is a 501c3 not-forprofit
organization—your donation is tax deductible. For
more information, you may log on to our website,
greenbearmo.org. You may also log on to
SEMO-NASV’s website at semonasv.org to learn
more about services offered.

A Guide For Mandated Reporters:
Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse
The Green Bear Project offers a 2 hour training
for Missouri’s Mandated Reporters. This program
can be performed for a private institution such as a
school, organization or a faithbased entity; or as a
community event. Topics include:
• Signs and symptoms of child abuse
• Responding to a child who discloses abuse
• Reporting suspected abuse to Missouri’s
Child Abuse Hotline
• Discovering the importance of the
multidisciplinary team approach when working
with survivors of abuse
• Penalties for failing to report suspected
child abuse.

