Reasons Children Do Not Report Abuse and How To Counter Those Reasons
To keep our children safe, it is important to remember that abusers who perpetrate on children have 2 main goals:

1. How can I be around children so that I can abuse them?
2. How can I keep that child from telling about the abuse?
   There are many reasons children do not tell about abuse and many ways you can counter these reasons when you talk with your children about abuse.  So, why don't children disclose abuse?

· Children are afraid of the abuser.  Assure your child that they are in a safe environment and that you are here to help them.

· Children do not think anyone will believe them.  Believe a child if they disclose abuse.  Very few cares of alleged abuse are deemed false. (According to the FBI, only 2 or 3 out of every 1000 cases of child sexual abuse are classified as "false reports").  If a child discloses to you, tell them right away, "I believe you!"  NEVER ask children, "Are you sure this really happened?"  Children will think that you do not believe them.

· The abused child feels they did something wrong.  Many children who have been abused were told, by the abuser or another family member, that the abuse was the child's fault.  When children disclose abuse, reassure them that what happened was not their fault and they are not to blame.  Do not act angry when a child discloses abuse; children may think the anger is directed toward them.

· The child is too young to put what has happened into words.  At a young age, teach children the correct names for body parts - this will avoid confusion.

· The child was threatened or bribed by the abuser to keep it a secret.  Let children know that they are safe and nothing will happen to them if they talk to you about what happened to them.

· Some children feel confused by the attention and feelings accompanying the abuse.  Many children, who have been abused, care about the person that abused them - that's OK!  It may be a family member or someone who pays special attention to them.  Do not make derogatory comments about the perpetrator to the child.  Let your children know that you care about them and are there to help them.

· The abuser said what they did was a secret.  Instruct children that we NEVER keep secrets about hugs, kisses or touches; and we never keep secrets about people giving us presents. 

